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 A B C D E 

 
 

     AGENDA ITEM ACTION 

    x  
BUSINESS  
 

 

Present x x x x x A. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 6:02 pm 

Absent        

        

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 
 

 
x 
x 

 
 
x 

 
 
x 

 
 
x 

x 
 
x 

B. PERSONNEL ACTIONS 
 Dr. Mills introduced the new principals attending the meeting:  

John Murtell, Orchard Mesa Middle School; Larry Padgett, 
Bookcliff Middle School; and Pat Chapin, Gateway School.  
He also introduced Susana Wittrock, the new Executive 
Director of Equity and Minority Student Success.   

 Dr. Mills thanked the technology staff for the improvements 
made for viewing presentations in the Board Room.    

Adopted  

        

        

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 
 

 
x 
x 

x 
 
x 

 
 
x 

 
 
x 

 
 
x 

C.  ADJOURN 
  

Adjourned 
6:04 pm 

      

WORK SESSION: Possible School Bond Election Discussion 
 Dr. Mills provided a PowerPoint presentation and outlined the 

agenda for the evening.  The agenda was as follows: 
o Review of the process for determining Board Action 

regarding a possible bond election in November 2008. 
o Review and discuss options to address growth without a 

bond election. 
o Review and discuss possible bond scenarios. 
o Review and discuss the next steps. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       The following areas were reviewed and discussed in-depth:    
o The Long Range Planning Committee review and 

recommendations; members of the Long Range Planning 
Committee were in attendance. 

o Communication and information gathering processes; 
o Options for managing growth, with pros & cons, schools 

impacted, cost options, and potential solutions;  
o Options for Fruita; 
o Annual fiscal impact for temporary solutions; 
o Bond package scenarios; 
o Bond and Mill Levy Override tax impacts; 
o Considerations: economy, one high school verses two 

high schools, and possible reduction areas.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recess: 
7:12 pm 
Reconvene: 
7:26 pm 

       Demographer, Shannon Bingham, addressed the Board and 
provided information, regarding options for potential school 
sites.    
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      Next steps include:  Conducting the remainder of community 
meetings and scheduling a follow-up meeting on August 14, 
with the poll analysts.  The Board’s decision will be scheduled 
on the Agenda for the August 19, Business Meeting. 

 

        

Motion 
Second 
Aye 
No 

 
x 
x 
 
 

x 
 
x 
 
 

 
 
x 
 
 

 
x 
 

x 

 Meeting Adjourn: 8:47 pm Meeting 
Adjourned 

      

 
______________________ 
Jamie Sidanycz, Secretary 

Board of Education 
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B.1. 

 

John Murtell 
Orchard Mesa Middle School Principal 

 

 Education: 

 Texas Leadership Cooperative – Supt. Preparation Program (2008) 

 Specialization:  Texas Superintendent Certificate – May 2008 

 

 University of Guam – Masters in Education (1995) 

 Specialization:  School Administration and Supervision 

 Texas Mid-Management Certificate 

 

 University of Wisconsin – Bachelor of Arts (1990) 

 Specialization:  English/Education 

 Secondary Language Arts Certificate 

 

 Experience:  

  

2003 – 2008 Krum Independent School Dist. 

Texas 

 

Principal – Middle School 

1997 – 2003  Texas City Independent School 

District 

 

Middle School Assistant Principal 

1996 – 1997 Guam Public Schools, Guam Assistant Principal 

George Washington High School 

 

1991 – 1996 Guam Public Schools, Guam English/ESL/SPED Teacher 

George Washington HS 
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Larry Padgett 
Bookcliff Middle School Principal 

 

Education: 

University of Phoenix – Denver, CO 

  Master of Arts in Educational Administration/Supervision (2000) 

   

University of Northern Colorado – Greeley, CO 

  Bachelors of Arts in Psychology (1990) 

 

 Experience  

  2006 – 2008  West Middle School – Assistant Principal 

     Grand Junction, CO 

  2004 – 2006  Dolores School District RE-4A – Elementary Principal 

Dolores, CO 

2002 – 2004  Holyoke School District RE-1J – Elementary Principal 

   Holyoke, CO 

2000 – 2002  Otis School District R3 – District Principal 

   Otis, CO 

2000   Platte Valley School District RE-7 – Principal Practicum 

   Kersey, CO 

1999 – 2000  University of Phoenix, AZ – Graduate Counselor 

   Denver, CO 

1998 – 1999  Weldon Valley HS District RE-20J – Athletic Director 

   Weldona, CO 

1995 – 1998  Faith Ministries Christian Academy – Third Grade Teacher 

   Greeley, CO 

1994 – 1995  Weld County Human Services – GED Client Technician 

   Greeley, CO 

1993 – 1994  Family Educational Services of Weld County - Head Start  

    Coordinator, Greeley, CO 

1992 – 1993  Weld County Human Services – Head Start Migrant Teacher 

   Greeley, CO   
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Mark Allen 
Orchard Mesa Middle School Assistant Principal 

 

Education: 

  Colorado State University – Ft. Collins, CO 

  Master of Agriculture (1994)   

 

Colorado State University – Ft. Collins, CO 

  Bachelor of Science (1990) 

 

 Experience:  

  8/98 – 6/08 Fruita Monument High School – Agriculture Teacher 

    Fruita, CO  

 

  8/95 – 8/98 Douglas County High School – Agriculture Teacher 

    Castle Rock, CO 

 

  1994 – 1995 Poudre R-1 Schools – Substitute Teacher 

    Ft. Collins, CO 

 

  1993 – 1994 Mesa County Valley School District 51 – Substitute Teacher 

    Grand Junction, CO     
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Tracy Gallegos 
West Middle School Assistant Principal 

 

Education: 

 University of Northern Colorado – Greeley, CO 

 Bachelor of Arts – Spanish (2000) 

 

 University of Denver (2007-2008)   

 Educational Administration and Policy, Educational Leadership 

 Major Concentration:  Principal Licensure 

 

Experience:  

 7/06 – 2008  TOSA as Administration Support          Fletcher Elementary 

 6/05 - 2008  Administrator for Summer School              Aurora Public Schools 

 8/04 - 2008  Site coordinator for after School            

    Program 

 12/01 – 7/06  TOSA a Parent Coordinator 

 8/01 – 7/02  5
TH

 Grade Math Teacher 

 

8/96 – 12/00 Office of Multicultural Affairs, University of Northern Colo. 

    Program Assistant     Greeley, CO 

    Supervisor of Center’s Resources  

 

 

 

 

  



Mesa County Valley School District 51 
 

Administrator Personnel Actions 
 
Board of Education Resolution 08/09: 01 

Adopted:  August 5, 2008 
 

B.5. 

Pat Chapin 
Gateway School Principal 

 

Education: 

  Colorado State University – Ft. Collins, CO 

  Bachelor of Science (1980) 

 

University of Northern Colorado – Greeley, CO 

  Master of Arts (1993) 

  Major of Special Education 

   

 

 Experience:  

   

2007 – 2008  Orchard Mesa Middle School - Assistant Principal  

     Grand Junction, CO 

 

2005 – 2007  R-5 School - Assistant Principal 

Grand Junction, CO 

 

2002 – 2005  R-5 High School - Dean of Students  

Grand Junction, CO 

 

1980 – 2002  MCVSD 51 - Teacher  

   Grand Junction, CO 
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Tim Leon 
Safety Officer 

 

Education: 

  School Security Protection & Education Certificate (2007)  

 

National Incident Management System Certificate (2005)  

 

  Field Training Officer Certificate (1994)     

   

  Colorado Board Certification (1985) 

 

  Colorado Police Officers Standards Training (1984) 

  Colorado Mountain College    

 

 Experience:  

  3/05 – 2008  Fruita Police Department  Fruita, CO 
 School Resource Officer 
 Field Training Officer 
 Self Defense Instructor  

 

3/87 – 3/05  Grand Junction Police Department Grand Junction, CO 

 Patrol Officer 

 School Resource Officer 

 Special Weapons and Tactics Officer 

 

9/84 – 3/87  Delta Police Department  Delta, CO 

 Patrol Officer 

 

 
  
 

I certify that the information contained herein is accurate and was adopted 
by the Mesa County Valley School District 51 Board of Education on  

    August 5, 2008.   
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Jamie Sidanycz 
      Secretary, Board of Education 

 
 
 
 
 


